
Third Party Reviews 

I have not as yet shown any of the Cru wines 

to any reviewers as these wines are just now coming into 

their own, so we will publish any reviews we receive in the next 

newsletter which hopefully will be in october just before the 

official release of the wines which are now on pre-release.

 two important american reviewers seem to have found 

Castagna and their comments and reviews have been posted 

on our website. the reviews are a mixture of current release 

wines and the odd wine from our museum stock. however, these 

do include the two 2008 Adam’s Rib wines which are being 

offered in this pre-release offer, and may be of interest.

 Posted on the review page of our website are also wonderful 

reviews from australian reviewers of the current release wines. 

Do visit the web-site and browse; there is quite a lot of interesting 

information there.

You’re Invited to the

Castagna Open Day
    23 October 2010

All the wine from the much-talked-about 
2008 vintage, plus the 2009 Allegro, will  

be ready for release at the end of October. 

On saturDay the 23rd of oCtober we will  

have our first ever open Day. a meet, greet, and taste 

open Day is something we hope to make a yearly event here  

at Castagna. Do come and taste the new-release wines; pick 

up any wine you’ve ordered, and taste some wine from our 

museum stock to see how wine you have in your cellar is faring. 

Come between 11am and 4pm. there’ll be a little food to pick 

at between 12 noon and 2pm. Come and talk to us, come and 

visit the vineyard, come and see the winery, and come and pat 

the dogs. enjoy a week-end away in beautiful beechworth – the 

weather is usually wonderful at the end of october.

Pre-Release 
Offer 

Exclusive to our Mailing List
at the release of the 2004 vintage we 

established a pre-release system to allow our 

Mailing List customers to buy our wine at the 

best possible price. we did not continue with 

this in 2006 because we were hammered 

by nature and it was such a small vintage 

and nor in 2007 as there were no cru wines 

released in that year. we are back to full 

strength again and are happy to offer our 

full range to our Mailing List only, at a very 

special price. all our wines will be available 

on this order form, at this special price, but 

only until 15th august. In addition to our 

normal range, this vintage we also have 

available Castagna 2008 Sauvage. the 

wines of the 2008 vintage are very similar to 

those of the 2000 vintage, and at bottling, 

as in 2000, it seemed to me that there was 

considerable difference between barrels,  

so I decided that the very best barrels would 

go to Genesis, the others to sauvage. In 

retrospect I’m not sure how clever an idea 

that was, as at a recent blind tasting I was 

almost not able to tell the bottles apart. 

Genesis does have a little more depth but  

    oh, for the wisdom of hindsight.



“And then there’s the wonderful collection of strong-willed characters that have 

migrated to Victoria and Tassie. It’s as if all the winemakers that could no 

longer adhere to corporate conglomerate life found their spiritual home in the 

cooler, wilder frontiers of the south. As such, while South Australia produces 

considerably more wine than Victoria by virtue of a handful of massive wine 

headquarters there, Victoria is in fact home to more wineries. Most of these are 

small to medium sized producers, focusing on forging wines that represent both 

their lands and individual visions.

Because Victoria and Tasmania are so all over the place in terms of grapes and 

wine styles, the region must be the bane of wine marketers grappling for a snappy, 

summarizing catch-phrase. Perhaps this is also part of the reason these areas have 

been pretty much ignored by many large importers. You can almost see bossy Miss 

Brand Australia wagging a finger at these rebels, telling them that they must find 

a stylistic focus and stick with it in order to be commercially successful. But that 

these regions can’t be so easily pigeon-holed is what makes them extraordinary. I 

must re-stress to readers that it is not so much that all these winemakers cannot 

agree – it’s more that there is such a vast range of soils and climates across these 

areas that a handful of one-size-fits-all wines would not work.”

Lisa Perrotti-brown Mw – erobertParker.com

In the last newsletter I made comment as to my views 

on the sameness that australian wine is increasingly 

being perceived as, by reviewers in our main export 

markets; a perception that I believe is ill-formed and ought 

to be countered more effectively by our governing bodies.  

I expressed an opinion that our governing bodies have a 

big-company, south australian-centric 

view of our industry and on the whole 

are not very open or encouraging  

to the small producer, and that they 

do not communicate nor help to 

communicate to our overseas markets 

the wonderful and diverse wine which 

is available across this nation from  

the very many small producers. I 

suggested that it seemed to me that 

policies like ‘Brand Australia’ seem  

to encourage sameness rather than 

individuality and that such a policy is 

short-sighted and counterproductive, 

especially when one looks at emerging 

competition from producers in the 

south of france, Chile, argentina, 

south africa, even spain. My opinion 

was, and still is, that the future and the 

reputation of wine in australia rests 

primarily with the small and medium, 

passionate producers, not controlled 

solely by bean-counters, but by 

producers who put their livelihood on 

the line each and every vintage. I was severely criticised, 

almost vilified for my opinion. It is, therefore, interesting 

to read an opinion on robert Parker’s eParker.com by  

Lisa Perrotti-brown Mw, who is now the main reviewer  

of australian wine for The Wine Advocate; I quote:

THE Future OF

Australian
 Wine

M O R E  O n

One wonders if anyone is listening.


