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Of course, the most excit ing 

news is that our son Adam and his wife 

Danni gave us our first grandchild.  it is a most 

wonderful feeling. Griffin Adam Castagna 

born 9th may 2010.  the barrel crib was made 

by a talented local craftsman – rob Preston. 

it’s a beautiful piece of furniture and i suspect 

it will become a family heirloom.  

the 2009 vintage – still in barrel – is proving 

itself to be quite spectacular; it may be the 

very best genesis we’ve yet made, which 

considering all the doom and gloom that 

2009 offered, with fires and the gfc, is very 

gratifying indeed.

there is also a new and unusual wine, to 

celebrate our tenth vintage – information in the 

tasting notes over.

It  h A s Been A n e xc it ing A nD e V entfuL Ye A r . 

our wine continues on its journey of recognition world-wide – 

the maxim that ‘Before a wine can be great, it must first be true’ 

seems, at last, to be embraced and understood by many wine 

reviewers and well as the general wine buying public. 

 Among the many wonderful reviews our wines received over 

the last twelve months, two quite interesting reviews came from 

two very different us wine writers. this is unusual as the high 

powered us wine reviewers seldom seem interested in wine 

where finesse and drinkability are more important than 

alcohol and power. flattering as it is that our style of 

wine receives such recognition, it does seem a shame 

that this comes at a time when Australian wine, per se, 

seems to be on the nose in the usA. 

 We now export to about a dozen countries, our wine 

being available in fine restaurants all over the world - 

this gives us great pride. export to france has been a 

long time coming so it gives me enormous pleasure 

to know that our wines are now available at Lavinia 

in the Boulevard de la madeleine in Paris – surely the 

world’s best wine shop – truly Daniel in the Lion’s den!  

 Locally, we have just been informed that genesis  

has been added to Langton’s Classification of Australian 

Wine – Langton’s Classification is the accepted indicator of 

Australian Classed growths and is regarded as the definitive 

indicator of the top Australian wines.  

 on the european front, the english Financial Times, arguably 

the world’s most prestigious newspaper, recently did a story on 

Australian wine and nominated what they considered to be the 

twelve best Australian winemakers – Julian castagna was on 

that list; an honour, indeed.  

Don’t Forget our Open Day
Do come and visit us here at the vineyard on Saturday the 23rd of October, all current release wines will be available 

to taste and also a few older vintages. for those of you who ordered wine at pre-release, your order will be available for 

collection on that day or if you don’t come will be dispatched to you soon after.



Castagna 2008 Genesis Syrah

the colour is dark plum to magenta but 
yet still somehow transparent. A full-
throttle wine of depth and complexity. it 
smells of cassis and spice with enchanting aromas of cedar, 
sweet black pepper, freshly dampened earth and vanilla pod – 
yet restrained. the palate is rich, concentrated, deep – dark 
and mysterious with fine powdery tannins and a lovely drying 
extract. A subtle, delicate floral aspect lingers with the finely 
powdered tannins on the finish. the graphite-like character 

and the fresh acidity ensures the wine finishes 
long, dry and spicy, always alive.

Castagna 2008 La Chiave

A perfume of blackberries, sour black cherries 
with hints of coffee bean, dark chocolate, 

violets, spicy vanilla pod and some cedary notes come from 
the glass. on the palate your senses are beguiled by black 
cherries, slithers of vanilla bean, and very fine cedary tannins. 
it has a supple mid-palate and a long savoury finish that seems 
to go on for ever; well-structured with an inner core of intense 
fruit that will continue to emerge and flow 
over the tannins as the wine matures. 

Castagna 2008 Un Segreto

the colour is deep crimson. the nose is 
of exotic spice, liquorice and tar over 
black cherry, cedary wood and earthy extract. the palate has 
an earthy, black-fruited impact with textural richness coming 
from the fine tannins. it is taut, fine and long with vibrant acidity. 
it has a middle pallet which is long, clean, with a savoury finish. 
overall it is dry and savoury with lovely earthy elements, 

deliciously rich, but avoiding sweetness.

Castagna 2008 Sauvage

Very similar to the 2008 genesis - the colour 
is dark plum to magenta. it smells of cassis 
and spice with enchanting aromas of cedar, 

sweet black pepper, freshly dampened earth and vanilla pod. 
the palate is rich, concentrated and dark with fine powdery 
tannins and a woody stemmy quality that is quite charming. it 
has a floral aspect that combines well with the finely powdered 
tannins. it finishes with bitter dark chocolate laced with subtle 
smoke from the oak. great value.

Castagna 2009 Allegro

Visually quite striking; the colour of 
raspberry or red cherry. the bouquet 
gives an impression of savoury dried 
herbs formed around a core of red cherry fruit – quite lifted 
with some earthy notes which move in and out of the 
bouquet as the wine opens up. the palate is of red cherry 
and anise – ripe and textural with just a hint of tannin, 
leaving you with a satisfying sensation of summer fruit 

infused with spices and herbs. the 
acidity is crisp and refreshing. 

Castagna Aqua Santa

A new wine, a very unusual style for 
Australia – made in a solera system 

from Viognier under a blanket of flor. naturally sweet, not 
fortified, finishing with 15% Alc/Vol – with 100 grams 
residual sugar – it will compliment perfectly either cheese 
or dessert. Amber to very light pink in colour, it has an 
enchanting nose of cinnamon, preserved pear, apricot tart, 
ginger and candied mandarin peel. on the palate it is 
bright, complex and delicious, tasting of dried tropical fruits, 
candied oranges and candied pineapple, finishing with a 
rich vanilla coffee flavour that seems to go on for ever. rich, 
sweet, yet crisp – utterly enchanting. 

Adam’s Rib 2008 ‘The Red’

medium garnet in the glass, smelling  
of dark cherry, dried flowers, with hints of 
violets, anise, cinnamon and clove, giving 
it very interesting earthy overtones. soft and delicate on the 
palate with lovely floral hints yet with fine, powerful tannins 
which are savoury and nicely drying; add to that a 
suggestion of raspberry and red cherry and it becomes very 
seductive. it has a firm structure yet is both subtle and 

delicate. An exciting blend of 70% 
nebbiolo and 30% syrah.

Adam’s Rib 2008 ‘The White’

Again, this is a blend of chardonnay 
and viognier. its bouquet is of scented 

white flowers and ripe stone fruit with a touch of spice, 
giving it an almost hazelnut quality. it has a deep, creamy 
impact on the front palate, of white peach and nectarine, 
and a gentle wet stone like character on the back palate, 
with peach and apricot on the finish. french oak seasoning 
gives the wine lovely spicy notes adding a lift to the fruit. 
texture and a sense of proportion make it harmonious and 
creamy – very interesting and very delicious.

a little bit  ofNonsense — with apologies to roald Dahl

The 2008 vintage saw us use our own bottling plant for the very first time. 
the ability to bottle to the rhythm and cycles of the moon will, i think, give our wine extra texture and longevity – from 

grape to bottle – all in our own hands. During that first bottling run, three bottles went through the whole process without 
filling – who knows why. so, somewhere in our stock there are three bottles labelled and capsuled but empty. if you get one 
of those in your order, return it to us and we’ll swap it for a full six-pack of genesis.
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